
THE FIONA WATSON MEMORIAL FUND

Fiona Watson, Political Adviser to the Special Representative of the Secretary 
General, Sergio Viera de Mello, was one of the 22 peacekeepers killed in the 

terrorist attack on the UN headquarters in Baghdad on Tuesday 19th August 
2003.

It was clear from the many moving tributes to Fiona that she was an 
outstanding young woman, with a rare combination of intellectual brilliance, 
vitality, compassion and humour. She was a high flyer who was destined 
for great things in her career, but her drive was well tempered by her close 
friendships and her strong connection to her family in Fife, Scotland.  
A marvellous ambassador for Scotland and a person who evoked respect and 
affection in equal measure wherever she went, Fiona is deeply mourned by  
all who knew her.

To perpetuate Fiona’s memory and redress the sense of waste at her loss, the 
family, together with Heriot-Watt University where she completed a first class 
honours degree in languages, have established a memorial fund. Every year the 
fund will send a final year student from the University to take up an internship 
with the UN or an internship with a similar international organisation.

The winning student is an ambassador for their country and benefits personally 
and professionally from their experience of working in such an organisation 
with humanitarian interests.

Donations will contribute to an endowed fund which will generate income on 
an annual basis to meet the award winner’s travel and accommodation costs 
during the internship. In future the Trustees hope that the Fund will support 
other educational opportunities to promote international understanding and 
communication.

Registered both as a UK charity and a US non-profit company (the American 
Friends of Heriot-Watt University), the University can accept tax-efficient and 
tax deductible gifts. To support the Fiona Watson Memorial Fund or if you have 
any enquiries, please get in touch with us at the address below.

The Fiona Watson Memorial Fund
c/o The Development & Alumni Office
Heriot-Watt University
Edinburgh
EH14 4AS
Tel: +44(0) 131 451 3408
Fax: +44(0) 131 451 3909
Email: fionawatsonfund@hw.ac.uk

Fiona Watson Memorial Fund is a Charity registered in Scotland, SC037975
Heriot-Watt University is a Charity registered in Scotland, SC000278

THE FIONA WATSON  
MEMORIAL FUND

Newsletter 9 2013

COLLEEN TAIT, 2012  
REpORT FOR THE FIONA WATSON 
MEMORIAL FUND NEWSLETTER 2013

“I am now nearing the end of my internship here at the United Nations in New 
York and although I will be sad to leave, the last few months have been 

packed with truly unforgettable experiences. I got off to a slightly shaky start 
when I experienced some accommodation issues and the infamous Hurricane 
Sandy hit New York, forcing the closure of the UN for four days. However, I 
survived to tell the tale and the rest of my time here has been eventful in a 
much more positive way! 

At work, I could not have asked for a warmer welcome from all the staff 
in the Department of Peacekeeping Operations and from a professional 
perspective, the internship has been very rewarding. In addition to constantly 
learning new things about the UN and the international development sector, 
I have had the opportunity to develop my translation, IT, analytical, research 
and report writing skills. 

I also feel incredibly lucky to have experienced the daily bustle and 
excitement of New York. I can only describe the city as a magnet to which an 
interesting mix of people, cultures and creative ideas flow and thrive. I have 
tasted so many amazing types of food (and burnt it off by running along the 
East River and watching the sun set over the Manhattan skyline!) visited so 
many inspirational places and met people from around the world. Over the 
past few months, I have attempted to capture as much as possible of this on 
film. My aim is to make a short clip to sum up my time here, something which 
I look forward to showing you all when I return to Scotland.”
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We are delighted to report on the experience of –

Reports can be read at 
http://tinyurl.com/22p4cz

NEWS FROM pREvIOUS FIONA WATSON MEMORIAL AWARD RECIpIENTS

GEMMA TRACEy  
2004

“I am currently working as a Senior 
Knowledge Manager at STEMNET, an 
organisation that encourages young 
people in the UK to study, and pursue 
careers in, science, technology, engineering 
and maths. I manage our research and 
evaluation activities, and also work 
to ensure that we share expertise and 
knowledge well within the organisation.”

DAvID HENDERSON 
2005

“I live in Glasgow and continue to work for 
the gas and electricity regulator Ofgem. In 
2012 I moved into a new role regulating  
the UK’s electricity transmission networks.  
 

My current work involves developing a 
regulatory model for the UK that will 
allow its electricity network to become 
more integrated, both nationally and with 
the wider European electricity network. 
It’s an exciting area to be working on, 
since the EU has expressed an ambition 
to create a single European electricity 
market, and from time to time the 
job takes me to Brussels to meet with 
governments and energy regulators 
from other EU member states. I’ve also 
done a fair bit of travelling in Europe in 
my holidays this past year, visiting the 
Balkans and Finland for the first time.”

STUART KIRKby  
2006

“In 2012 I passed my final exam to 
become an exam-qualified Chartered 
Accountant and will be fully time-
qualified later in 2013. I am still 
working at PricewaterhouseCoopers 
in their specialist Government and 
Public Sector team, providing both 
external and internal audit services to 
a variety of public sector and charity 
organisations throughout Scotland.”

RICHARD CARbERRy  
2007

“2012 was a difficult year for me following 
the sudden death of my best friend in April. 
We had organised to run the 20km of Brussels 
together in May so I ran it in his memory, 
wearing his race number, and raised almost 
£2,500 for a mental health charity. I was 
overwhelmed by the support I received, 
especially from many of the UN interns I met 
back in 2007. I ran a further half marathon in 
October in Brussels and I have signed up to 
run the Rome and Paris marathons in March 
and April 2013 to raise as much money as 
possible. I have also been in contact with 
schools and MPs about the provision of mental 
health education, which is severely lacking. On 
a professional level, I passed my 15th and final 
exam to become a Chartered Accountant and 
got promoted to Assistant Manager at KPMG.”

RHONA AMOS  
2008

“I have just finished the final taught semester 
of a Masters in Conference Interpreting in 
Geneva. During the course I have been able 
to do a lot of dummy boothing, and attend 
several international conferences. In fact I 
even ran into my supervisor from New York 
at the Palais des Nations in Geneva!”

LORNA KERR  
2009

“I’m still working as an English teacher in 
Oviedo and have just recently completed the 
next training levels for Cambridge. I have now 
taken on a more active role in the school, 
helping to organize the international exams 
we run. I’m also translating for a local NGO 

on a regular basis which allows to me to 
gain more varied translation experience.”

KATE ROUGvIE  
2010

“In March 2012 I took up a position 
in Liberia as a volunteer for the 
International Rescue Committee. I spent 
nine months on the border with Ivory 
Coast, helping to manage a program 
aimed at assisting and protecting Ivorian 
refugee children. My French language 
skills were invaluable in this role. In 
November 2012 I was delighted to be 
offered my first professional position 
as an International Aid Worker, and I 
moved to South Sudan to begin work 
as a Gender-Based Violence Program 
Officer for the American Refugee 
Committee. I manage a program 
designed to prevent gender-based 
violence (GBV) by raising awareness and 
building capacity among communities, 
government, police, armed forces and 
health centres, while also responding 
to the immediate needs of survivors 
of GBV. I’m also working on adding 
‘Dinka’ to my list of spoken languages.”

CLAIRE GRANT  
2011

“After returning from a wonderful 
internship in New York, I did an 
internship with HarperCollins Language 
in Glasgow, editing new dictionary 
content and assisting with the expansion 
of Collins’ online language database. 
Since July I have been working in the 
international department of Ceridian, a 
HR and payroll company. I loved working 
with people from all over the world 
every day during my UN internship, 
so my current role is allowing me to 
enjoy that international environment 
again while also giving me a chance to 
use my language skills in a fast-paced, 
challenging sector. 2012 has also been 
successful for my freelance business: I 
have completed numerous translations, 
worked as an interpreter at the European 
Commodities Exchange and the London 
Paralympics, and I also provide language 
tuition classes. In November I spoke 
about my business and my experience 
abroad at a British Academy “Languages 
and Entrepreneurship” event in London. 
My UN experience has undoubtedly 
provided me with excellent professional 
opportunities this year and I am hopeful 
this will continue in 2013 and beyond.”


